
 
 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING TO BE HELD BY THE 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COUNCIL 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2020 - 12:00 PM 
CITY COMMISSION ROOM - 3RD FLOOR 

MCALLEN CITY HALL - 1300 HOUSTON AVENUE 
 

AGENDA 
 

At any time during the course of this meeting, the Historic Preservation Council may retire to Executive Session under Texas 

Government Code 551.071(2) to confer with its legal counsel on any subject matter on this agenda in which the duty of the 

attorney to the Planning & Zoning Board under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional Conduct of the State Bar of Texas 

clearly conflicts with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. Further, at any time during the course of this meeting, the 

Planning and Zoning Commission may retire to Executive Session to deliberate on any subject slated for discussion at this 

meeting, as may be permitted under one or more of the exceptions to the Open Meetings Act set forth in Title 5, Subtitle A, 

Chapter 551, Subchapter D of the Texas Government Code  

CALL TO ORDER - JOE M. AVERILL, JR., CHAIRPERSON 
  

 

1. Public Hearing and Actions: (to be conducted at 12:00 PM) 
  

 

     a) Certificate of Appropriateness - 1619 Galveston Avenue (Tabled: 01/22/2020) 
  

 

2. Adjournment 
 

 

 
C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

 
I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above agenda for the meeting of the McAllen 
Historic Preservation Council is a true and correct copy and that I posted a true and correct copy of 
said notice on the bulletin board in the municipal building, a place convenient and readily accessible to 
the general public at all times, and said notice was posted on the 28th day of January, 2020 at 12:00 
p.m. and will remain so posted continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said 
meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
 
 

 Jessica Cavazos, Administrative Supervisor 
 



 

Planning Department 

MEMO 

TO:   Historic Preservation Council  
  
FROM:           Planning Staff 
 
DATE:  January 28, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:   CONSIDERATION OF CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR REMOVAL OF 

AN EXISTING BUILDING AND TO ALLOW CONSTRUCTION OF A SENIOR HOUSING 
FACILITY AT BLOCK 58, MCALLEN ADDITION SUBDIVISION, HIDALGO COUNTY, 
TEXAS; 1619 GALVESTON AVENUE (CLM2020-0001) 

 

GOAL: A Certificate of Appropriateness is required for all proposed exterior alterations, new 
construction, and demolition within a local historic district. The goal of a Certificate of Appropriateness 
is to preserve historic, architectural, and cultural heritage by protecting character-defining features of 
the Las Palmas Historic District and designated City Landmarks.  
 
BACKGROUND: The property is located on Galveston Avenue between S. 16th St. and S. 17th St. It 

has approximately 290 feet of frontage on Galveston and Houston Avenues as well as approximately 

290 feet of frontage on S. 16th and S. 17th. In total, the lot size measures 84,000 sq. ft. 

PROPOSAL: The application is proposing the removal of buildings in a designated City Landmark 

property. The removal of said buildings will be for the purpose of the McAllen Housing Authority’s 

construction of affordable housing for senior citizens. 

ANALYSIS: The property, also known as the Old Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School Building, 

was designated as a City Landmark on June 8th, 2009. Constructed in 1921, Roosevelt Elementary 

served the residents of McAllen’s Mexican Ward. The buildings on the property were built in the Mission 

Revival style and the school annex, built separately in 1927, contains Aztec ornamentation on all 

facades except the South side facing Houston Ave. Having been built in the 1920s, the school was 

constructed with materials containing asbestos; this increases the cost to rehabilitate or reuse the 

buildings considerably. For governmental organizations with limited budgets like the McAllen 

Independent School District and the McAllen Housing Authority (MHA), said cost increases make most 

improvements unfeasible. Visual inspection showed the buildings also appear to have some exterior 

damage with cracks on walls, windows being boarded up with plywood instead of glass, and damage 

to the Aztec façade decorations. 

MHA has submitted a concept plan to the Planning Department for a 96-unit facility on the property. 

Likewise, MHA has agreed to keep the Aztec ornamentation for placement on the clubhouse’s façade 

or elsewhere on the property as well as including photographs of the school and a commemorative 

plaque honoring the history of the school and its impact on the surrounding neighborhoods. 

 
UPDATE: At the January 22, 2020 Historical Preservation Council meeting, the Certificate of 

Appropriateness item was heard. The Historical Preservation Council heard from Director of Planning 

Edgar I. Garcia as well as members from MISD and MHA. HPC members were concerned with the 

demolition of the existing buildings and with the modern look of the apartments presented by MHA. 

Likewise, the Council wanted to get a clearer understanding from the MHA on how they intended to 

honor the historical importance of Roosevelt Elementary. 



Surrounding neighbors were also present to voice their opinion on the Certificate of Appropriateness. 

Opinions ranged from preventing the demolition of the school to being in favor of having the site serve 

the community once more. Some neighbors were also concerned on how the senior housing complex 

would affect their property taxes. 

After lengthy discussions, the HPC decided to table the item in order for MHA to submit a more concrete 

proposal on their plans for the site. As of the writing of this memo, no information has been submitted 

to staff. We expect MHA to have a presentation ready for the HPC Special Meeting on January 31, 

2020. 

RECOMMENDATION: City Landmark designations are meant to recognize properties with historic, 

architectural, or cultural importance. The Old Theodore Roosevelt Elementary School’s purpose was 

to serve the students from the surrounding Mexican Ward. As such, it became a symbol of importance 

for the surrounding community. While the buildings do not have a distinctive architectural importance, 

the cultural and historic impact of the property on the surrounding neighborhoods is what merits the 

City Landmark designation the property received. The MHA has acknowledged the cultural and historic 

importance of the property and has committed to honoring that significance by continuing to serve the 

surrounding neighborhoods through its proposed senior housing facility. 

Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of Appropriateness with the condition the MHA reuses as 

much of the Aztec decorations within their new development, includes historical photographs of the 

property within their lobby or clubhouse, and has some public facing programs so McAllen residents 

can learn the historical importance of the site. 
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