


STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HIDALGO
CITY OF MCALLEN

The Historic Preservation Council convened in a special meeting on Thursday, July 22, 2021 at
9:14 a.m. p.m. at the McAllen Development Center — 311 N. 15" Street, Executive Room.

Present: Joe Averill, Jr. Chairperson (via teleconference)
Orlando Gutierrez Member
Johnny Cisneros Member (via teleconference)
Dr. Jaclyn Miller Member (via teleconference)
Absent: David Cazares Member
Teddy Martin Member
Trisha Scott Member
Staff Present: Iris Dominguez Assistant City Attorney (Zoom)
Luis Mora Deputy Planning Director
Omar Sotelo Senior Planner
Liliana Garza Planner I
Carmen White Administrative Secretary

CALL TO ORDER - Joe Averill, Jr., Chairperson (via teleconference)
1. Minutes
a) Minutes for meeting held April 21, 2021

Mr. Johnny Cisneros moved to approve the minutes. Mr. Jose Gutierrez seconded the motion. The
board voted to approve the minutes with four board members present and voting

2. Discussion and Possible Action:

a) Lost Resource and Historic Sites — NO CHANGES

b) Priority Historic Resource List - NO CHANES

c) Historic Archeology Month (October)
Ms. Garza stated the Historic Archeology in October was to be as the Historic Preservation Month
in May. Doing a Proclamation for Texas Archeology Month. She stated she went into the Texas
Historic Commission website where they have a few archeologist materials, posters, brochures and
education materials that can be printed from the website to give out to the public. Ms. Garza asked
the Board if they had any ideas for the Historic Archeology for October to advise her as well.

d) S. Klein Galleries Texas Treasure Business Award
Ms. Garza stated when the S. Klein Galleries received the Texas Treasure prior to the Pandemic

staff was not able to take to City Commission. Ms. Garza stated she would contact S. Klein Galleries
what day in October they would be available to present the award at City Commission.
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Dr. Miller made a motion to request a date from S. Klein Galleries for the Texas Treasure Award
presentation to the City Commission along with the Proclamation of Texas Archeology Month in
October. Mr. Johnny Cisneros seconded the motion. The Board unanimously voted with four
members present and voting.

3. Adjournment
Dr. Jaclyn Miller made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Johnny Cisneros seconded the motion,

which passed unanimously with four members present and voting. The meeting was adjourned at
approximately 9:22 a.m.

Joe Averill, Jr. Chairperson

CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above agenda for the meeting of the
McAllen Historic Preservation Council is atrue and correct copy and that | posted a true and
correct copy of said notice on the bulletin board in the municipal building, a place convenient
and readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said notice was posted on the
16th day of April, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. and will remain so posted continuously for at least 72
hours preceding the scheduled time of said meeting in accordance with Chapter 551 of the
Texas Government Code.

Jessica Cavazos, Administrative Supervisor
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Nikki Rowe House 300

N. 15th Street

Robert & Susan Williams
PO Box 5632
McAllen, TX 78502

James N. “Nikki” Rowe was born February 8, 1938 in McAllen, TX. He graduated from the McAllen public school
system where he excelled in academics, sports, and was a class favorite. He was a distinguished student at West
Point where he also obtained ranger, airborne, and artillery training before joining the elite Green Berets.Captured
by the Viet Kong during the Vietnam War, he endured more than five years of torture by his captors as a Prisoner of
War. Their lives were threatened if they would not sign statements of their nation’s policies. Following execution of
two of his comrades, he was being led to his own death when his guards were surprised by American helicopter
gunships. His escape and rescue allowed him to return home as a war hero. At the Army’s request, Rowe developed
a training program for P.O.W. survival. Refusing a secure Washington assignment, he returned to Southeast Asia to
assist the joint U.S.-Philippine military. He was assassinated by communist terrorists in Quezon City on April 21,
1989. As a recipient of numerous medals for valor and service to his country, he was buried in Arlington National
Cemetery with full military honors.

Fire (2012)

Old Central Fire Station
101 S. Bicentennial Blvd
McAllen, TX 78501

City of McAllen
1521 Galveston Ave.
McAllen, TX 78501

Designed by Zeb Rike and associate J. B Hancook in 1957, the central fire station was the administrative center for
the City of McAllen Fire Department from 1958-2009. During the time the fire station was being utilized the city’s
population grew from 32,000 to 130,000 citizens. The building’s post war architectural style plays an important role
in its history. The design of the fire station reflected its internal spatial division with a two-story, open air portal at
the northwest corner. To the south was a solid, recessed wall facing Bicentennial Blvd with parallel, horizontal
canopies over high set windows. The McAllen Central Fire Station was one of the prominent buildings associated
with modern architecture in the 1950s and 1960s. Only two of these outstanding works from that period have
survived —the McAllen Civic Center and McAllen High School. Zeb Rike had conducted one of the longest
architectural practices in the Lower Rio Grande Valley up until his death in 2007. He started his independent practice
in McAllen in 1947. Rike’s earlier work consisted of Temple Emanuel (1949), Trinity Lutheran Church in Mission,
Texas (1949), The McAllen Public Library (1950), Crockett Elementary School (1955), and numerous others. Rike’s
best-known building is McAllen High School (1961), the first air conditioned high school in the Lower Rio Grande
Valley. This McAllen Central Fire Station was built to replace a smaller station which was located on Austin Avenue
and 18th Street. That original station became too congested with the Fire Department growing rapidly at the time.
In order to house enough fire fighters comfortably, the city built the McAllen Central Fire Station.

Demolition
(2013)
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City Hospital

FAllen, Tex o
Ty The City of McAllen was founded in 1904 and incorporated in 1911. The first medical practitioner was Dr. J. B. F.

McMillan who arrived in 1906. Dr. Frank E. Osborn built a two story building in 1918 with a pharmacy on the first

LU L e
b floor and doctor's offices upstairs. Dr. Carlos Balli, the first Hispanic to open a practice in McAllen, began in 1920 and

City Hospital 1300 City of McAllen was noted for making house calls on horseback. A hospital building was erected in 1920. Dr. J. M. Doss combined his »
. ) . . ) Demolition

Houston Ave McAllen, TX 1521 Galveston Ave. home with an office and hospital. The two story structure featured a solarium on both ends of the ground floor, with 1993

78501 McAllen, TX 78501 a surgical facility and hospital beds on the upper floor. In 1925 the first municipal hospital was built on South ( )

Broadway with beds for 25 patients, but was soon outgrown. A new hospital here on Main Street was completed in
1928. The two buildings were connected with a covered passageway. Increased population caused an addition to be
built in 1954. More growth and medical advances demanded new additions in 1960, 1967 and 1973. Demolished in
1993, the hospital building that stood here for decades was a significant part of the development of health care in
McAllen. Other medical facilities have been added to meet the needs of the area. (1996)

McAllen High School 200 CRP 10TH ST LTD Tax |McAllen High School opened in 1918 and was functioning as a school until 1964. It remained in use until 1974 as
South 10th gSt McAllen. TX Payment Services 2711 LBJ|part of the Central Elementary Complex. The football stadium behind the school buildings continued to be used for Demolition
785-01 ! Freeway  Suite 1065 |sporting events and graduation ceremonies until the mid 1970's when the new stadium opened on Bicentennial

Dallas, TX 75234 Boulevard.

Located on the southwest corner of Main Street and Business 83, the bank failed for some time in the early 1930's
First State Bank until it was reorganized as the City State Bank & Truct Company in 1933. In 1949 it became the First National Bank of| Demolition
McAllen. The bank moved in 1958 to a modern multistory building on the corner of Beaumont and 15th Street.

Chamber of Commerce
McAllen Hotel 1200 Ash Avenue Mcallen, Demolition
TX 78501
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