STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HIDALGO
CITY OF MCALLEN

The McAllen Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals convened in a Regular
Meeting on Wednesday, August 7, 2024 at 4:30 p.m. in the McAllen Development
Center, 311 North 15t Street, Executive Conference Room with the following

present:
Present: Jose Gutierrez Chairperson
Ann Tafel Vice-Chairperson
Hugo Avila Member
Hiram A. Gutierrez Member
Juan Mujica Alternate
Alex Lamela Alternate
Daniel Santos Alternate
Absent: Rogelio Rodriguez Member
Pablo Garcia Alternate
Staff Present: Benito Alonzo Assistant City Attorney |

Michelle Rivera
Edgar Garcia
Rodrigo Sanchez
Samuel Nunez
Alexis Martinez
Jessica Puga
Carmen White

Assistant City Manager
Planning Director
Senior Planner

Senior Planner

Planner|

Planning Technician Il
Administrative Assistant

CALL TO ORDER —Chairperson Jose Gutierrez

1. MINUTES:
a) Minutes for the meeting held on July 25, 2024

The minutes for the meeting held on July 25, 2024 were approved. The motion to approve
the minutes were made by Mr. Hiram Gutierrez. Mr. Hugo Avila seconded the motion,
which carried unanimously with five members present and voting.

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a) Request of Adrian Hinojosa for a Special Exception to the City of McAllen
Zoning Ordinance to allow an encroachment of 20 feet into the 20-foot front
yard setback for an existing carport measuring 26 feet by 17.25 feet at Lot
133, Colonia McAllen Unit No. 6 Subdivision, Hidalgo County, Texas; 2108
South 30th % Street. (ZBA2024-0027)

Ms. Martinez stated the applicant was requesting a Special Exception to encroach 20 feet
into the 20-foot front yard setback for an existing carport measuring 26 feet by 17.25 feet.
The carport was proposed to provide weather protection for the applicant's 81 - year old

mother.
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The subject property is located along the West side of S. 30th ¥ Street, approximately
100 feet South of Uvalde Avenue. The lot has 50.0 feet of frontage and 111.0 feet of
depth for a total of 5,550 square feet. The property is zoned R-1 (single family
residential) District. The surrounding zones include R-1(single family residential) in all

directions.

Colonia McAllen Unit No. 6 Subdivision was recorded on August 2, 1976. The plat
requires a 20-foot front yard setback. According to HCAD, the house was built in 1986
with a garage. On July 11, 2024, the applicant applied for a Special Exception to encroach
20 feet into the 20-foot yard setback for an existing carport.

The applicant is requesting Special Exception to allow an encroachment of 20 feet into
the 20-foot front yard setback for an existing mesh and metal carport measuring 26 feet
by 17.25 feet. The carport was installed in order to provide protection from the weather
elements for the applicant's 81-year-old mother.

The front yard setbacks are important in establishing the character of a single-family
neighborhood by providing landscaping to enhance the residence and curb appeal of the

street view.

The applicant currently has access to an ally in the rear yard that contains a 3 ft. rear yard
setback on their property, which allows enough space to have the existing carport

relocated to the backyard.

There were two other Special Exceptions on file for carports encroaching into the front
yard setback for this subdivision. The applicant at Lot 152 was approved for a Special
Exception of an encroachment of 20 ft. into the 20-foot front yard setback for a purposed
metal carport measuring 25 ft. by 20 ft. The applicant at Lot 62 was approved for a Special
Exception of item #1) a 15 foot yard setback instead of 0 foot yard setback limited to the
dimensions of the existing metal carport which is 18 ft. by 15 ft. after modifications.
However, the board denied request #2) a 1.5-foot side yard setback instead of 6 feet.

A site visit by staff revealed twelve other carports in the subdivision that were illegally built
without a permit.

Staff has not received any phone calls or concerns in regards to the special exception
request.

Special exceptions are issued to and recorded for the present applicant/owner only. New
property owners would need to apply for a new special exception request.

Measurements provided are without benefit of a survey.

Staff recommended disapproval of the Special Exception request since it does not align
with the existing character of the majority of the subdivision and the applicant has access
to a rear yard alley where the carport can be relocated and made to comply with the
minimum building setbacks for the property. Further, the carport is over the 400 sq. ft.
maximum size found in the zoning ordinance.

Chairperson Gutierrez asked staff if the applicant knew they were exceeding the
maximum allowed (400 sq. ft.) carport dimensions. Staff stated yes. He also asked


















