STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HIDALGO
CITY OF MCALLEN

The McAllen Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals convened in a Regular
Meeting on Wednesday, February 19, 2025 at 4:37 p.m. in the McAllen City Hall,
Commission Chambers with the following present:

Jose Gutierrez
Hugo Avila
Hiram Gutierrez
Juan Mujica
Alex Lamela

Present:

Daniel Santos
lvan Garcia
Pablo Garcia

Absent:

Staff Present: Luis Mora
Rodrigo Sanchez
Samantha Trevino
Carmen White

Chairperson
Member
Member
Alternate
Alternate

Member
Member
Alternate

Deputy Director

Senior Planner

Planner |

Administrative Assistant

CALL TO ORDER —Chairperson Jose Gutierrez

1. MINUTES:

a) Minutes for the meeting held on January 22, 2025.

The minutes for the meeting held on January 22, 2025. The motion to approve the minutes
were made by Mr. Hugo Avila. Mr. Hiram Gutierrez seconded the motion, which carried
unanimously with five members present and voting.

Adjourned until the fifth Board member arrived.

Resumed the meeting at 4:48 p.m.

2. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

a) Request of Gerardo Martinez Calvillo on behalf of Juan Flores for a Special Exception
to the City of McAllen Zoning Ordinance to allow an encroachment of 20 feet into the
20-foot front yard setback for a proposed metal carport measuring 20 feet by 12 feet
at Lot 1, Block 8, Colonia Hermosa Unit No. 2 Subdivision, Hidalgo County, Texas;

2045 Diaz Avenue. (ZBA2025-0002)

Ms. Trevino stated the applicant was requesting to encroach 20 feet into the 20-foot front
yard setback for a proposed carport that will be used to protect his vehicles from inclement
weather and will provide the same protection to the applicant while getting in and out of his

car.



The subject property was located at the intersection of South 215t Street and Diaz Avenue.
The subject property was zoned R-1 (single family residential) District.

Colonia Hermosa No. 2 Subdivision was recorded on July 8, 1948. An application for a
building permit for a proposed carport was submitted on January 20, 2025 and an
application for a special exception request was submitted on January 24, 2025.

The applicant was requesting to encroach 20 feet into the 20-foot front yard setback for a
proposed carport that will be used to protect his vehicles and family from inclement weather
conditions. The home currently has a one-car garage. The applicant stated that he has
multiple vehicles and the one car garage that is currently there is not enough space.

In the past, there have been other variances and special exceptions granted in Colonia
Hermosa No. 2 Subdivision for encroachments into the front yard setback for carports.

Measurements are provided without the benefit of a survey.

Special Exceptions are issued to and recorded for the present applicant/owner only. New
property owners would need to apply for a new Special Exception request.

Staff had not received any phone calls, emails, or letters in opposition to the special
exception request.

Staff recommended approval of the special exception request since the approval is granted
solely to the present owner and the existing character of the neighborhood and will not be

adversely impacted.

Ms. Trevino also added that it would be a pre-fabricated carport so the dimensions will not
change therefore, he cannot make it smaller or larger.

Board member Gutierrez asked staff about the character of the neighborhood with a metal
type barn carport. Staff stated there were several others just that the smaller carport that
was being proposed as opposed to others that are in the area that do and do not have
permits. This carport was not exceeding the 400 square feet.

Board Mujica asked staff that there were other carports. Staff stated there were five other
Special Exceptions. There were three in a row same block, same street. There was Lot 12,
which was approved, 19 feet into the 20 foot; Lot 20 8 feet instead of the 20 foot: Lot 18 3

feet instead of 20 foot; Lot 19 and Lot 7.

Mr. Gerardo Martinez Calvillo, the applicant 2045 Diaz Avenue. He stated he wanted the
carport for inclement weather for protection for him and his family. They were renting the
house so it would be anchored to the ground and easy to remove. He did have authorization

from the owner.

Chairperson Jose Gutierrez asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of the
Special Exception. There was no one to speak in favor of the Special Exception.

Chairperson Jose Gutierrez asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition of the
Special Exception. There was no one to speak in opposition of the Special Exception.



Following discussion, Mr. Alex Lamela moved to approve the Variance. Mr. Hugo Avila
seconded the motion. The Board voted to approve Special Exception with five members

present and voting.

b) Request of Orange Made Architecture on behalf of Christopher James Larson for a
variance to the City of McAllen Zoning Ordinance to allow an encroachment of 5 feet
into the 10-foot rear yard setback for a proposed 2-car garage at Lot 3, Block 3,
Second Amended Map of Bonita Heights Subdivision, Hidalgo County, Texas; 1613
W. Esperanza Avenue. (ZBA2025-0001)

Ms. Trevino stated the applicant was requesting to encroach 5 feet into the 10-foot rear yard
setback for a proposed 2-car garage. The applicant states that the request if approved, will
allow for more functionality and practicality to be achieved as part of the proposed
remodeling and construction.

The subject property was located along the south side of Esperanza Avenue, 143.6 feet
west of North 16" Street. The subject property is zoned R-1 (single family residential)
District. The Second Amended Map of Bonita Heights Subdivision was recorded on October
13, 1958. As per the Zoning Ordinance, the rear yard setback is 10 feet. At the Zoning Board
of Adjustments and Appeals meeting of June 18, 2018, the Board unanimously voted to
approve a variance request for an encroachment of 5 feet into the 30-foot front yard setback
for a proposed porch canopy measuring 5 feet by 28 feet for the subject property. An
application for a variance request to the rear yard setback was submitted on January 21,

2025,

The applicant was requesting to encroach 5 feet into the 10-foot rear yard setback for a
proposed 2-car garage. According to the Hidalgo County Appraisal District records, the
home was constructed with a garage in 1985. The scope of work involves enclosing the
existing garage and converting it into a bedroom and family room area. A new 2-car garage
is proposed to be constructed as shown on the submitted site plan. The proposed garage
construction involves a 5-foot encroachment into the rear yard setback in order to align the
new construction with the existing home. The garage relocation is necessary since the
existing foundation is prone to flooding issues. The existing garage foundation will be
elevated to resolve flooding issues and make suitable for living area use. The garage
relocation involves a 5-foot encroachment into the 10-foot rear yard setback that will allow
for alignment with the existing structure, allow more maneuvering space for vehicles using
the driveway, and allow more wall space to install window for the proposed family room.

There will be no driveway access from the alley.

The submitted site plan shows an existing bedroom that appears to be encroaching not the
10-foot rear yard setback. A review of Planning Department records did not reveal variances

for this structure.

In the past, there have been other variances and special exceptions in Seconded Amended
Map of Bonita Heights Subdivision for encroachments into the front and rear yard setbacks.

The variance request if approved will help to allow practicality and functionality.

Staff had not received any phone calls, emails, or letters in opposition to the variance
request.



Staff recommended disapproval of the variance request.

Chairperson Gutierrez asked staff of disapproval of variance request. Staff stated most
variances staff usually do recommend disapprovals since they run with the land and need

the Board to overturn it.

Board member Mujica asked staff if there were other homes, which this occurred already in
the neighborhood or this street. Staff stated that in the neighborhood on this particular lot
they did receive a variance a few years ago for the porch in the front. They extended forward.
Many of the homes in that area so have one. The rest of the garage complied with setbacks
it was just that portion of the 5 foot, they will be able to drive straight towards the back.

There will be no entrance through the alley.

Ms. Carolina Civarolo, 602 Orange Avenue, McAllen. She spoke on behalf of the applicant.
She stated the family wanted to create a family room for their large family. At first, they
stated they did not need a garage but later changed their minds. They tried to put the garage
in different locations but wanted to keep the driveway as much as possible.

Chairperson Jose Gutierrez asked if there was anyone present to speak in favor of the
Variance request. There was no one to speak in favor of the Variance request.

Chairperson Jose Gutierrez asked if there was anyone present to speak in opposition of the
Variance request. There was no one to speak in opposition of the Variance request

Following discussion, Mr. Juan Mujica moved to approve the Variance request. Mr. Alex
Lamela seconded the motion. The Board voted to table Variance request with five

members present and voting.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Zoning Board of Adjustment and

Appeal, Chairperson Jose Gutierrez moved to adjourn the meeting.

%‘VW Chairperson Jose Gufierrez

Carmen White, Administrative Assistant






