
 
AGENDA 

 
 

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS SPECIAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31, 2022 - 4:30 PM 

MCALLEN CITY HALL, 1300 HOUSTON AVENUE 
CITY COMMISSION CHAMBERS, 3RD FLOOR 

 
At any time during the course of this meeting, the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals may retire to Executive Session 
under Texas Government Code 551.071(2) to confer with its legal counsel on any subject matter on this agenda in which the 
duty of the attorney to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals under the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional 
Conduct of the State Bar of Texas clearly conflicts with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code. Further, at any time during 
the course of this meeting, the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals may retire to Executive Session to deliberate on any 
subject slated for discussion at this meeting, as may be permitted under one or more of the exceptions to the Open Meetings 
Act set forth in Title 5, Subtitle A, Chapter 551, Subchapter D of the Texas Government Code. 

CALL TO ORDER – Chairperson Sylvia Hinojosa 
  

 

1. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
  

 

   

  a) Request of Elizabeth L. Garza for the following Variance to the City of McAllen Zoning 
Ordinance to allow an encroachment of 4 feet into the 10 feet South side yard setback for 
an existing single family home, at Lot 124, Vendome Subdivision Phase II, Hidalgo County, 
Texas; 13818 North 33rd Lane. (ZBA2022-0037) (TABLED: 07/07/2022, 07/20/2022, 
08/03/2022, 08/17/2022) 

  
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

IF ANY ACCOMMODATIONS FOR A DISABILITY ARE REQUIRED, PLEASE NOTIFY THE 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT (681-1250) 72 HOURS BEFORE THE MEETING DATE. WITH REGARD 
TO ANY ITEM, THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS AND APPEALS MAY TAKE VARIOUS 
ACTIONS, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO RESCHEDULING AN ITEM IN ITS ENTIRETY FOR 
PARTICULAR ACTION AT A FUTURE DATE. 

 

 
  



 
 
 

 

Planning Department 

 
Memo 

TO:  Zoning Board of Adjustment & Appeals 
 

FROM: Planning Staff 
 
DATE:  July 29, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: REQUEST OF ELIZABETH L. GARZA FOR THE FOLLOWING VARIANCE TO 

THE CITY OF MCALLEN ZONING ORDINANCE TO ALLOW AN 
ENCROACHMENT OF 4 FEET INTO THE 10 FEET SOUTH SIDE YARD 
SETBACK FOR AN EXISTING SINGLE FAMILY HOME, AT LOT 124, VENDOME 
SUBDIVISION PHASE II, HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS; 13818 NORTH 33RD LANE. 
(ZBA2022-0037)(TABLE 07/07/2022)  

              
  
REASON FOR APPEAL: 
The applicant is requesting to allow an existing single family residential structure with an 
encroachment of 4 feet into the 10 feet south side yard setback to remain.  
 

 
PROPERTY LOCATION AND VICINITY: 
The subject property is located on the east side of North 33rd lane. The property has 74 feet. of 
frontage along North 33rd Lane and a depth of 125 feet for a lot size of 9,250 square feet. The 
subject property is zoned R-1 (single family residential) District. The surrounding land use is single-
family residential, vacant land and Hidalgo Canal No. 1 Right of Way. 



 
BACKGROUND AND HISTORY: 
Vendome Subdivision Phase II was recorded on April 21, 2021. The original building permit 
application for the residential home was for Lot 126 however, a final survey of the construction 
revealed that the house was built on Lot 124 with an encroachment on the South side yard setback. 
A Certificate of Occupancy was issued April 28, 2022 for a single family home. 
 
ANALYSIS: 
The variance request is to allow an encroachment of 4 feet into the 10 feet side yard setback for an 
existing single family home. The survey provided indicates the structure was built with an 
encroachment of 3.8 feet into the south side yard setback. A 10 feet drainage easement runs 
concurrently with the setback. According Engineering Department plans, a 24-inch drain line runs 
through the middle of the 10 feet drainage easement. Any damage to the line may impact the 
structured integrity of the home and stability of its foundation. The actual construction of the home 
is approximately 1.2 feet from the drain line.  
 
Staff has not received any phone calls or e-mails in regards to the variance requests.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends dissaproval of the variance request since the documents for the relocation of 
the drainage easement are pending. 
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS MEETING OF MAY 25, 2022: 
At the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals meeting of May 25, 2022 no one appeared in 
opposition of the variance request.  Elizabeth Garza, the applicant, stated that a survey 
requested by their financial institution showed the recently constructed home encroaching into 
the 10 feet side yard setback and a drainage easement that run concurrently.  Board member 
Mujica stated the proximity of the house to a drainage line within the easement was a cause for 
concern since potentially the line can leak, soften the soil, and thus impact the integrity of the 
foundation.  The structure might also be impacted repair the line in the future.  Felix Hernandez, 
the developer, provided a letter stating that if repairs were needed (caused by the proximity of 
the house to the drainage line) during a certain limited time period into the future, he would cover 
the expense of the repairs.  Following further discussion, a motion to approve the request 
received three votes in the affirmative and two members voted nay thus, the motion did not pass 
due to the required supermajority vote. 
 
Subsequent to the meeting, the applicant through their building contractor submitted a site plan 
as a request for relocation of the drainage line in order to provide greater distance from the 
already constructed house to the existing drainage line.  The Engineering Department is in the 
process of reviewing the feasibility of the proposed drainage line relocation and a determination 
is pending this review process.     
 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS AND APPEALS MEETING OF JULY 07, 2022: 
At the Zoning Board of Adjustments and Appeals, meeting of July 7, 2022 a rehearing of the 
request was tabled, since the applicant was in the process of preparing information for their case. 
The board voted to table the request with five members present and voting.  
 





















EXISTING 24" DIA. DRAINAGE
LINE TO BE ABANDONED IN
PLACE

PROP.  134.00 L.F. OF 24" DIA.
DRAINAGE LINE OFFSET TO SOUTH
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PROP.  45° BEND TIE-IN TO EXISTING
DRAINAGE LINE
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THE SEAL APPEARING ON THIS DOCUMENT
WAS AUTHORIZED BY LUCAS CASTILLO JR.
P.E., No. 119990. ALTERATION OF A SEALED
DOCUMENT WITHOUT NOTIFICATION TO
THE ENGINEER IS AN OFFENSE UNDER THE
STATE OF TEXAS ENGINEERING PRACTICE
ACT.

ATLAS ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS
TBPE FIRM NO. 17057

2820 GULL, McALLEN, TEXAS 78504
(956) 379-3857

lcastillo.atlas@gmail.com
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C1.0
SITE PLAN

CV22-034
06/20/2022
L.C.
AS NOTED

PROJECT No.

DATE:

DRAWN BY:

SCALE:

1. SITE PLAN
SCALE: 1" = 8'

LUCAS CASTILLO JR.
119990

SAXETFOETATS
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R

L I CENSED

06/20/2022

GENERAL SITE NOTES

1. SITE SURVEY PREPARED BY THIRD PARTY AND FOR THE SOLE RELIANCE OF ATLAS ENGINEERING
CONSULTANTS LLC, FACILITY OWNER, AND ITS ASSIGNEES. ENGINEER SHALL NOT BE BE HELD
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COMPLETENESS OR ACCURACY OF DOCUMENTS PREPARED BY OTHERS.

2. CIVIL SITE WORK COMPONENTS SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH APPLICABLE
INDUSTRY STANDARDS OR CITY STANDARDS, WITH THE MORE STRINGENT DESIGN CONSIDERED AS
THE ACCEPTABLE SPECIFICATION.

3. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE SOLE RESPONSIBLE PARTY FOR ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND
FEDERAL LABOR, ENVIRONMENTAL, SAFETY, AND CONSTRUCTION GUIDELINES, RULES, AND
REGULATIONS.

4. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPORTING ANY CONFLICTS TO THE ENGINEER PRIOR
TO CONSTRUCTION. ANY NECESSARY CHANGES OR MODIFICATIONS RESULTING FROM THE
CONTRACTOR'S NEGLIGENCE, OR LACK OF WRITTEN COMMUNICATION WITH THE ENGINEER SHALL
RESULT IN NON PAYMENT TO THE CONTRACTOR.

5. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR IDENTIFYING ANY BUILDINGS, ROADS, PARKING
LOTS, BUILDING PADS, SIDEWALKS, SWALES, ETC. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE REQUIRED TO EMPLOY
A STATE REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL LAND SURVEYOR FOR CONDUCTION CONSTRUCTION
STAKING, WITH SAID SURVEYOR BEING RESPONSIBLE TO MAINTAIN SITE-BENCHMARK CONTROL
POINTS THROUGHOUT THE DURATION OF THE PROJECT. SURVEYOR SHALL PROVIDE THE
ENGINEER IN WRITING THE CUT SHEETS WHEN LAYING OUT UTILITIES, AND OR ROADWAYS. IN THE
EVENT ANY CONSTRUCTION STAKING IS CONDUCTED BY NON-AUTHORIZED PERSONNEL, SAID
STAKING ACTIVITIES WILL BE CONSIDERED NON COMPLIANT AND SUBJECT TO MONETARY
RESTITUTION TO THE THE ENGINEER FOR REPAIRS.

6. THE SURVEYOR SHALL PROVIDE IN WRITING TO THE ENGINEER DOCUMENTATION CERTIFYING THAT
THE LAYOUT IN THE FIELD IS IN ACCORDANCE TO THE ENGINEER'S PLANS.

7. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR OBTAINING ALL PERMITS, AND PAY ALL APPLICABLE
PERMIT FEES. CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE PROOF TO THE ENGINEER THAT THESE PERMITS
HAVE BEEN OBTAINED PRIOR TO COMMENCEMENT OF WORK.

8. ENGINEER PROVIDED INFORMATION ON THE PLANS FOR CONVENIENCE TO THE CONTRACTOR. THE
CONTRACTOR SHALL ACCEPT ALL RESPONSIBILITY FOR MAINTAINING AND IMPLEMENTING SAFE
WORKING CONDITIONS DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF WORK UNDER THE CONTRACTOR'S
RESPONSIBILITY. NEITHER THE OWNER NOR THE ENGINEER ACCEPTS ANY LIABILITY IMPLIED OR
OTHERWISE FOR THE CONSTRUCTION METHODS AND PROCESSES OF CONSTRUCTION.

9. CONTRACTOR SHALL NOT COMMENCE WORK WITHOUT WRITTEN APPROVAL FROM THE OWNER OR
THE REGULATING ENTITIES. ANY WORK CONSTRUCTED WITHOUT OWNER'S AUTHORIZATION SHALL
CONSTITUTE THE CONTRACTOR'S TRESPASS ONTO THE OWNER'S PROPERTY.

10. CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE TO NOTIFY THE ONE-CALL SYSTEM FOR UTILITY
IDENTIFICATION PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION, AS WELL AS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE COST OF REPAIRS
TO ANY DAMAGED UTILITIES.

11. CONTRACTOR SHALL EMPLOY NECESSARY TRAFFIC CONTROL MEASURES NECESSARY FOR
CONSTRUCTION. CONTRACTOR SHALL PRESENT THE ENGINEER COPIES OF THE TRAFFIC CONTROL
PLAN PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION. ANY TRAFFIC CONTROL MEASURES SHALL COMPLY WITH
CURRENT MUTCD (MANUAL OF TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES) AND TXDOT REGULATIONS.

EXISTING UTILITIES

1. LOCATION AND DEPTH OF EXISTING UTILITIES SHOWN WITHIN UTILITY LAYOUT ARE APPROXIMATE
ONLY. ACTUAL LOCATIONS AND DEPTHS MUST BE VERIFIED BY THE CONTRACTOR PRIOR TO THE
CONSTRUCTION. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR PROTECTION DURING
CONSTRUCTION.

2. IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT 48 HOURS PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION, ALL UTILITY COMPANIES BE NOTIFIED
TO LOCATE AND TAG THEIR UNDERGROUND FACILITIES PRIOR TO EXCAVATION.

3. THE CONTRACTOR NEEDS TO ALLOW FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF UNDETECTED UNDERGROUND
UTILITIES. THE CONTRACTOR MUST ALLOW FOR CHANGES DUE TO UTILITIES BEING IN LOCATIONS
DIFFERENT FROM THOSE SHOWN ON THE UTILITY DRAWINGS. THE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE
FOR LOCATING AND EXPOSING CONFLICTS PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION.

4. TRENCHES OR EXCAVATIONS MAY NOT BE LEFT OPEN OVERNIGHT UNLESS AUTHORIZED IN
WRITING BY THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT. IN SUCH CASES, THE  CONTRACTOR MUST PROVIDE
1/2" STEEL COVER PLATES WITH ANCHORING OR AS PER SPECIFICATIONS TO BE PROVIDED BY THE
CITY.

5. ANY DAMAGE TO FENCES, SIDEWALKS OR PRIVATE PROPERTY SHALL BE REPAIRED BY THE
CONTRACTOR AT THEIR EXPENSE.

6. IT SHALL BE THE CONTRACTOR'S RESPONSIBILITY TO REMOVE ALL EXCAVATED MATERIAL & DEBRIS
FROM THE SITE AT NO ADDITIONAL EXPENSE TO THE OWNER.

7. THE CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SCHEDULING CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS TESTING
THROUGH THE CITY'S DESIGNATED FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 24 HOURS PRIOR TO TESTING.
CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ADHERING CLOSELY TO TESTING SCHEDULE AND AVOID ANY
DELAYS IN THE FIELD.

8. THE CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE ALL CONSTRUCTION STAKING AND SURVEYING.
9. EXISTING POWER POLES, CONCRETE STAND PIPES, ETC., WILL NEED TO BE BRACED DURING

ADJACENT CONSTRUCTION.
10. CONTRACTOR SHALL KEEP ALL WATER & SANITARY SEWER SERVICES OPERATIONAL.
11. THE ENGINEER WILL BE THE FINAL AUTHORITY OF ALL CONFLICTS, DISCREPANCIES, AND THE

INTERPRETATIONS OF THE DRAWINGS OR SPECIFICATIONS.

UTILITY WARNING

THE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SHOWN HAVE BEEN LOCATED FROM FIELD SURVEY INFORMATION AND
EXISTING DRAWINGS (IF ANY). THE SURVEYOR MAKES NO GUARANTEE THAT THE UNDERGROUND
UTILITIES SHOWN COMPRISE ALL SUCH UTILITIES IN THE AREA, EITHER IN SERVICE OR ABANDONED.
THE SURVEYOR FURTHER DOES NOT WARRANT THAT THE UNDERGROUND UTILITIES SHOWN ARE IN
THE EXACT LOCATION INDICATED ALTHOUGH HE DOES CERTIFY THAT THEY ARE LOCATED AS
ACCURATELY AS POSSIBLE FROM THE INFORMATION AVAILABLE. IT IS THE CONTRACTORS
RESPONSIBILITY TO VERIFY AND LOCATE ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES PRIOR TO COMMENCING WORK.

IF CULTURE MATERIALS ARE ENCOUNTERED DURING CONSTRUCTION  WORK SHALL CEASE IN THE
IMMEDIATE AREA AND THE CONTRACTOR SHALL NOTIFY THE OWNER OR ENGINEER. THE OWNER OR
ENGINEER SHALL CONTACT THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, ( 202-343-4104 ) IN ACCORDANCE WITH
36 CFR800. THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER (512-463-6069) SHALL ALSO BE NOTIFIED.

ALL SOILS ARE UNCLASSIFIED SOILS INCLUDING ROCK OR OTHER MATERIAL. NO SPECIAL PAYMENT
WILL BE MADE TO THE CONTRACTOR FOR UNFORESEEN UNCLASSIFIED SOILS ENCOUNTERED. NO
SPECIAL PROVISIONS ARE BEING MADE FOR UNCLASSIFIED SOILS.

PLAN NOTE:

1. CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY EXISTING MATERIALS TO BE
OFFSET AS SHOWN ON PLANS. INFORMATION REGARDING
THE EXISTING MATERIALS WAS NOT AVAILABLE AT THE TIME
THIS PLAN WAS PREPARED.

2. CONTRACTOR MUST FOLLOW THE INSTALLATION
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE NEW LINE IN ACCORDANCE WITH
LOCAL CITY ORDINANCES AND REQUIREMENTS





     

   

     

      

 D- Zoning/CUP Application N - Public Notification

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 1 2 3 4 5

 N- 2/16 & 2/17

D- 3/2& 3/3

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

N-1/18 & 1/19

A-1/18 & 1/19 D-2/1 & 2/2

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

N-3/2 & 3/3

A-3/2 & 3/3 D-3/16 & 3/17

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24   HPC 25 26

N-2/1 & 2/2

A-2/1 & 2/2 D-2/16 & 2/17

23 24 25 26     HPC 27 28 29 27 28

30 31 A-2/16 & 2/17 A-3/16 & 3/17

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5  1 2

N-3/16 & 3/17

D - 4/5 & 4/6

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

N-4/19 & 4/20

A-4/19 & 4/20 D-5/3 & 5/4

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

D-4/19 & 4/20

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

18 N- 5/3 & 5/4

A-4/5 & 4/6 N-4/5 & 4/6 A- 5/3 & 5/4 D-5/17 & 5/18

27 28 29 30   HPC 31 24 25 26 27   HPC 28 29 30

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4

N-6/15    ZBA

D-7/6 & 7/7

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

D: 6/1 & 6/7

A- 5/17 & 5/18 N-5/17 & 5/18 A-6/21    P&Z N-6/21    P&Z

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

 D-7/19 & 7/20

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

N-6/1 ZBA

A-6/1 ZBA D-6/15 & 6/21 A-7/6 & 7/7 N-7/6 & 7/7

22 23 24 25  HPC 26 27 28 26 27 28 29   HPC 30

A-6/7 PZ N-6/7 PZ A-6/15   ZBA

29 30 31

Zoning Board of Adjustment

Planning & Zoning Board

JANUARY 2022

MARCH 2022 APRIL 2022

Deadlines and Meeting Dates are subject to change at any time. Please contact the Planning Department at (956) 681-1250 if you have any questions.

MAY 2022 JUNE 2022

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Phone: 956-681-1250          Fax: 956-681-1279

* Holiday - Office is closedHPC - Historic Preservation Council       

Meetings: Deadlines:

City Commission

Public Utility Board

FEBRUARY 2022

311 N 15th Street McAllen, TX 78501

2022 CALENDAR



     

   

     

      

Planning & Zoning Board  D- Zoning/CUP Application N - Public Notification

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6

 N- 8/16 & 8/17

A- 8/16 & 8/17 D-9/7 & 9/8  

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

N-7/19 & 7/20

D-8/2 & 8/3

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

D-9/20 & 9/21

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25   HPC 26 27

N-8/2 & 8/3

A-8/2 & 8/3 D-8/16 & 8/17 A- 9/7 & 9/8 N-9/7 & 9/8

24 25 26 27   HPC 28 29 30 28 29 30 31

31

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 1

A-10/20 & 10/21

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

N-9/20 & 9/21 N-10/18& 10/19

D-10/4 & 10/5 A-10/18 & 10/19 D-11/1 & 11/2

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

D-10/18 & 10/19 N- 11/1 & 11/2

A-10/4 & 10/5 N-10/4 & 10/5 D-11/16 & 11/17

25 26 27 28   HPC 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

 HPC
 30 31  A-11/16 & 11/17

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3

N-11/16 & 11/17

D-12/6 & 12/7

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 7     HPC    8 9 10

 D-1/3 & 1/4

A-12/20 & 12/21 N- 12/20& 12/21

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

D-12/20 & 12/21

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

D-1/17 & 1/18

A-12/6&12/7 N-12/6 & 12/7 A- 1/3 & 1/4 N- 1/3 & 1/4  

27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

  
   

Deadlines and Meeting Dates are subject to change at any time. Please contact the Planning Department at (956) 681-1250 if you have any questions.

A-7/19 & 7/20

 

NOVEMBER 2022 DECEMBER 2022

SEPTEMBER 2022 OCTOBER 2022

Zoning Board of Adjustment

JULY 2022

A- 11/1 & 11/2

2022 CALENDAR
Meetings:

HPC - Historic Pres Council        

City Commission

Public Utility Board

AUGUST 2022
* Holiday - Office is closed

Deadlines:

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
311 N 15th Street McAllen, TX 78501

Phone: 956-681-1250          Fax: 956-681-1279
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