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NOMINATION FOR A MCALLEN LANDMARE,
HERITAGE PROPERTY, OR IJISTRICT

This nomination must be completzd and meet all requirements heforz a request for 2 Certificate
of Appropriateness can be scheduled for 2 public heanng. All information must be rped
1. PROPERTY NOMINATION ' '

APPLICANT: OWHKER: ¢if differont (han applicant)
Name N

Company Company

Address Address

City. Stale, Zap City, Stalg, Zip

Bus & Home Phone Bus & [Home Phoue

Tax Fax

-zl E-Mail

Stalus of applicant (Check one) ﬁD'\‘.'HL'r ] Representative J Prospective Buyer

0. PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION

Address of propenty being nominuted: 707 North 151h Strieer Current Zoning: R-1

Legal degeription: South 172 of ot 2 all of lot and 4 and the north 142 of lot 3; Block & Morth Meallen Townsite, Hidalgo Co,

Current Use of Property Ownership of Property Category of Properly Number of Hesouroes
{(Check what applies (Check what applies) (Check only one] on Praperly
& vasidanie m/pliv;mr el building(s) Une  huildingls)
Ol fusiness [ public/local U distric Gfis
Ty e | public-State U site I
po of bizs 3 -~ R srriclures
vp " 1 public-Federal O structure i
] ohiject nbyjuets
Proposed Use of Property Selert as many of the following categories == approprlate.
Residence Commercial Government Healih Care Religlous  I'unerary
Industri=l Education Cullure Recreation  Transportation
Residence Al irulture Mhusotm Seientiflc Vacant/not inouse:
.. 3, ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE : :
Architectural Classification Exterior Materials
Cnglish Tudur Revival forndalinn _CCnent
. walls limestone, wood and stueco
Sclocl as many af thes _ﬂ_l:h_m-'ljng _ea_t-‘:g_a:srjes a5 tapersawn shake wood shingle
appropriate. Indicslc both the main caregory and lhe
subcalugory, if applicable. Late 19th snd early 20th
century revivals: Beaux Arts, Colonial Revival, othie ==

Classical Revival, Tudor Revival, Late Golhie Revival,
Mission or Spanish Colonial Revival, Italian
Renaissance, I'rench Renaissance, Pueblo. Late 19th
and early 20th century American movements: Prairie
School, Chicago, Skvscraper, Bungalow. Craftsman
Modern movement: Muodorne, Intemational Style, Arl

Dheaziy,

I'or maierials, select as many of thoe
follnwing categories as appropriate. Wood,
Brick. Stone, Meial, Stucco, Earth, lerra
cotla, Asphalt, Asbestos, Conorete, Adobe,
Ceramic tile, Glass, Cloth, Canvas,
Synthetics, or other (need to explainl.



. 4. ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION

Provide documentation that can verify the original date of construction and dates of any additions.

Nate of Constmction 1937

Datels) of Additiuns

5. ARCHITECT & CONTRACTOR

Provide docurnentation that can verify the original architect and builder.

Archileo! Fobert L. Vogler of Edinburg, Texas

lnilder Hamy Biggers and Jack Langley of San Juan, Texas

(i E ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION ; F i

PHOTOGRAPHIC - Provide al least one copy of the oldest known photogeaph of the praperty. Provide
recent, curent, simple 4°X 67 color photos of close exterior elevations (the front. rear and both sides),
the front including curb, trees, close ups of significant extertor delails, (7 any, and nolewarlhy inloriors
o details, In ballpoinl peo on he rear of cacl photo, lghtly label photographs indicating subject of
the photograph and direction of view.

SITE PLAN Provide a copy of the current site plan that llustrates footprints of all bulldings, resources,
objects and major vegelalion within the properly nominalion boundares, You may stact with a copy of a
currenl survey and add 1o i Provide reduced copy (on 8.57x117 paper) of the original architectural
exterior plan or site plan.

INTERIOR - I'rewide a sirmiple, neatly sketehed rendering of curvent intecioe Door plan ol all Hoors,
showing interior walls, doors, window placements, and significant detadls, Le., fireplace, stalrease, ete,,
one floor per page, If possible, provide redueed copies [on 8.5°x117 Em!ufr'l 1:-J'u|i5_;inﬂl architectural interior
plans or {loor plan,

DISTRICT (if applicable] - Provide reduced copy (on B.5™x1 1" paper) of your Landmark or Heritage Distric
boomdaries and show onar H|:-|'t:ifil: properly  prosition within the district.

7. HISTORIC OWNERSHIF i . e, e Al

Provide documendalion that can verify the onginal owner and all significant later owneris).

Original Owners  Sam and Marorie Miller  (1937-1974)

Later Owners  Moreno Pamily [1974-1976) Jack H. Wright (1978- 1 995)

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On a separate piece of paper, give broel history of pasl owners listing [heir significance to the community,
Lisl any of the other significant people or events ever associated with the property, il any, that have
macle a important contribution to the broad partern of pur city history. Be sure to include dates and any
documentation needed Lo verifly vour clanm. Attach any support documentation.,

Teeriify thow o the legol owner of record: T have secured the property owner's permission and have full aurhorify
to mclee this application and/or appeal T ceriify that the above information is correct and complete io the hest af
my knowledge and abiling. [ agree to provide any additional u'[?'u:l"mct ion necessary for determining efgibility .

___ RICK DE JULIQ @afé M‘Eﬂt&ﬂ 10/23/02

Prirued Name and Stereitme of A iyt Date

Printerd Name and Sigrainre of [roperty Ciernes Dt

APPLICATION ACCETTED BY: {(For official use only | LATE
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Miller family photos taken in 1937
just after completion of construction
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Seclion 6

Site Plan. Interior - 2nd Floor
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Sam & Mar_jorie Miller House
MeAllen, Hidalgo County, Texas

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

DI’.‘TD]DH?. 2003

I. Site descripuon

The Sam & Marjoric Miller House was built in 1937 and is a 2 1/2- story. stone, wood and
stucco, English Tudor Revival with a modified rectangular plan and intersecting half-timbered
gable roofs. This 3844 sq. ft. home sits on three lots
measuring a total of 150 [t x 140 [ In the 1960's
alterations were made to the den and kitchen area and
air conditioning was added. In 1977, in order to
allow for separate access to the separate living
guarters positioned over the garage, an outside sleel
staircase was added on to the west back alley side of

the parape and a north tacing window was chanped 1o

a door, (Photo Addendum 13, 14)

. Geographical Setting

The property 1s in MceAllen, Hidalgo County,
Texas. The neighborhood begins just north of the
downtown area. The subdivision has a palm tree

= hined, 15land boulevard centered on 15th Street that

1, 3,) Most of the houses built in the neighborhood
were built between 1918 to the late 19405 and are

<t Street Banlevard, Photo Addendum «  Positioned on 30 to 150 feet wide by 140 feet deep



Sam & Marjare Miller ITouse TOF North 734 Street
Archifeeiare! Deseription Hidoioo Courity, MoAllery T3
lots or larger. Architectural styles within the neighborhood include Tudor Revival, Spanish

Colonial Revival . Mission Revival, Colonial Revival Prairie, American Four Sguare and

American Eclectic houses.

Eah 1

The Miller property faces east and fronts on to 15th Street, The driveway entrance is al the
extreme southeast corner of the property and maoves 140 f1 straight west along the fence ling to the
hack of the property and across to the garage. (Photo Addendum 2) Concrete walkways (o the lront
door start from the front sidewalk and split away from the main entrance and move around the
southeast corner of the house and split again o the back and

SN ST FE ACE A
e i L 1
side arcas of the house. (Phota Addendum 4) Seven A
et | 7

washingtonia palm trees front the home on the easement. '

-

i ]

There are four marure mesquite trees, one mature ebony tree,
one malure anagua tree, cighl mature cocos plumosa palm
1

rrees, one live nak. one red oak. one fruit hearing orange citrus

tree, one [ruit bearing lime tree, & mountain laure! tee, an B

orchid tree. four birds of paradise plants along the driveway, l'-'"

= S e [T v e ) |
one large mesquite tree trunk overgrown with vanepated vy Eaerior Wegetation Site Plan, Section 7

and the remaining property is accented with culvated lawn. shrubs and flowered gardens.

1. General Characlenstics

The construction began with a concrete [oundation that sits on reinforced cement piers sunk
15 f1. into the pround to offer better stahihiny and protection from hurricanes. The majority of the

exterior walls and chimney are made from Austin area Cordova white shell stone with some second

Uhfostaer, 20072 FPup B



Som & Margorie Miller Hose V0T North 150 Sireet
Architectural Descriplion Hietolgo Cowmpy, MeAlen, TX

{loor walls finished in wood and stucco that gives it the English Todor Revival style. The roof is
tapersawn cedar wood shake imported from Canada. The majority of the stone work, wood work,

and plaster work was done by the hands of artisan crafisman. (Photo Addendum 4-9)

IV. Descnption of Facades

The house faces east and fronts on to 15th Street. Cemenl walkways Lo the [ront door starl
from the front sidewalk and split away from the main entrance and move around the southeast
corner of the house and splil again o the back and side areas of the house. (Photo Addendum 4)

The Cordova shell stone wall cladding came from the

bricks in various sizes, and placed them inta position
using a “free form” parterned type stonework. The stone covers the first floor and some areay of

the second Hoar, The focus of the front, back and side sccond floar facades is the distinetive,

traditional English Tudor Revival sivle of e e SISy e T &R
vignetring plaster berween the outlines of the wood . .
patterns. The front stoop is two large steps covered
with Tust colored Spanish tile. The gumwaond front
door is nestled inside a curved recess in the stone
front wall. The doar is curved at the top accented

with in-laid windows. The back door is covered by

a small Cordova stone porch with arched
szmfbasei Cﬂl‘&ﬂ"."! Sﬂ.EE stong. 1917

passageways. Access from a second slory door Phote. Scction &

Ortober, 2X12 Page €



allows the top of the back door porch to used as a small second [Moor porch as well. (Photo
Addendum 11) Two other exterior solid wood doors, are covered by copper roofs attached to the
stone wall, (Photo Addendum 5, 7. 8 ) The garage doors are curved at the top as reflected m the
front door. (Phuto Addendum @) Other than the upgrading to more efficient garage doors to

replace inoperable old ones, there have been no major alterations made to the exterior of the home.

V. Description of Floor Plan

The interior refleets the Tudor Revival movement in the handeratted woodwork and built-in
cabinetry in this 3844 sq. ft., |15 room home plus garage and workroom. The gumwood staircase
and all the custom door and loor molding was handmade on site by a Mr. Rosinger, an artisan
woodwaorker. Distinctive pointed tudor archways were designed and repeated in the gumwood and
plaster doorways in the dining room, living room, fover, hallway and finally, into the design of the
opening of the stone fireplace. The 8-foot wide fireplace is made of the same Cordova shell stone
but was polished to a smooth and glossy appearance. 'The 12-foat living room ceiling is highlighted

by six gumwood beams that cross the width of the room. The floors in the living room and dining

raom are made of pine and the upstairs bedrooms and hallways are made of nak wood. (Photo

Addendum 16-20)

Fliote F‘.ddn-:]u'.n 21 Phote :Hd-:'-n:lnm T " : Fliote Addenduwm 16

Additional details include a second staircase behind the kitchen leading 1o the master hedroom and
separate maid’s quarters, laundry shool [rom second Moor master bedroom to downstairs kitchen,
an cight foot wide cedar closet with two built-in storage drawers, huilt-in ironing board stations in

the kitchen and master hedroom, interior access to exterior mail slot, guest bedroom closel has

Ocfober; 202 Page D



Sam & Magaore Miller House 707 Norti 15t St
Architectural Descriplion Hilulcps Covody, MeAflen, TH
additional door access to attic storage. Second floor rooms have the distinctive, cove like, dormers
around the windows. (Pholo Addendum 23] The kitchen has s copper stove hood, two buili-in
stainless steel dispensers for paper towels, aluminum foil and wax paper. (Photo Addendum 23, 24)
The [irst major interior allerations came 1n the 1960's when the house was air conditioned
and the kitchen redesigned. The kitchen was made into a “L" shaped galley kitchen adding more
cabinets, a brick column in the center of e new wall to house two ovens, a serviee bar, and o
conceal the new air ducts. The new space was used to expand the den. (Photo Addendum 25) The
ceiling of a small hallway next o the kKilchen and dining room was lowered 1o accommodale air
ducts. The rest of the air ducts fit into the dead spaces of the existing ceilings 1n all other rooms.
During the late 1970's the separate quarters over the
& garage were altered to make a private entry from
outdoors. A steel and cement staircase was added 1o the
west side of the garage and it wraps around the ally side
of the parape and into a window an the nocth side of the
second floor. A window was converted into a door for

rivate access to the old sewme room and maid’s
privat to the old g d d’

guarters. (Photo Addendum 13, 14) The master bath
(Photo Addendum 26) was also updated during this ntme, as well as the sink in the second floor
euest bath. The tile rool was seriously damaged in 1994 during a wind storm and was completely

replaced with tapersawn cedar shake imported from Canada

VI. Site Features

The house is surrpunded on wo sides and the back by a five oot fence made from the samc
Cordova stone. A large, two door wooden gate at the west end of the driveway allows for additional
access o and [rom the alley. The backyard fence has a large, mut-tered, built-in barbecue pit made
fram the same Cardova stone. (Photo Addendum 14,15) The garage is incorporated into the mam
building and, is set at the southwest comer of the lol accessed by a straighl doveway [rom the 15th
Street entrance. At the west end of the garage is a plaster walled handyman’s workroom complete

Cimober, 202 Fage E



Sam & Marjorie Miller House 707 North 15th Sreet
Architecturnl Descrigtion Hiledory County, MeAlln, TX
with industrial sink and enclosed toilet with a half-
moon hewn nto the gumwood door. All the doors
and trim in the garage, workroom and storage arcas
are made of the same gumwood stock. A 10 ft oval
Cordova stone Tower bed fence surrounds o

majestic old mesquite tree on the southeast corner of

R the house (Photo Addendum 5). Another unusual
Phto Addendum 7 detail for a house in South Texas is this home has a
basement measuring 16 [t x 11 U and houses the air conditioner/hicater, hot water heater and
storage. The basement has an antomatic sump pump to extract any collected water.

According to a December, 1937 issue of Monty's magazine, the Sam and Magjorie Miller house
was built i that year for $32,000. (Document, 10-1)

In generul the properly has been preserved in good condition. There are no significant eracks
in the foundation. ‘The original water pipes installed were commercial in size and water pressure is
excellent. An electrical inspection reported that the original wiring s safe and operartive, however it
was recommended to be updated to code at a future rehabilitation. The windows arc in marginal
condition and will need o be replaced or repaired in the near future. Some of the plaster walls and
ceilings will be in need of some minor work soon and the wood [loors and molding will need
refinishing in the next few years.

On July 9, 1997, the National Park
Serviee proclaimed the San and
Marjorie Miller ITouse a historically
sipnificant praperty and it was listed in
the National Regisier of Historic

Places. ( Document, 10-1L)

Rescarched and written by:
Rick Delulio, McAllen
Updated, October, 2002

Orctober 2002 Fage I



Sam & Marjorie Miller House
MecAllen, Hidalge County, Texas

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

™ 1
Lictaber, 20032

The City of McAllen was imcorporated in 1911, The first major growth in the city began in
1916 when poliical unrest in Mexico lorced United States President Woodrow Wilson o send
military troops to the Valley ro protect the harder area. Around 19,000 tronps were stationed in
MeAllen which then had a population of about 2000 people, A rush of wholesale orders [or all
varieties of gonds went out, and new businesses hegan to line Main Street. Local residents saw
mnany al the downtown
buildings constructed
during this period.’
Main Street, also heing

T4th Street, moved

narth and sonth out of
the downtown area. As the cily grew and new businesses were established, business owners began
building many of their homes narth and east of the downtown area. As partof a 1918 land
speculation, carly banker Rowland Emest ((R.E.) Hom bought and managed the property from Ash
to Hackherry aleng 15th Street and built one of the first sireets in the city to have an island
boulevard of palm trees, bougainviliea plants, :
and street lights positioned down the middle of q
the street. Horn built his own home at 305 N,
15th St. then subdivided and sold this land to
others for home construction.

Built on northernmost parl of 15th

Street, the Sam & Marjorie Miller House was

orth 1eth Street circa zc;_r.,o-‘.-



built in 1937 on a site known as Lions Park just seven blacks from downtown.” The house
anchors one of the seven blocks of 15th Street having landscaped islands, or boulevards, in the
center of the street.

As the housing developed during the depression and early war years, the neighborhood carned
the nickname “Silk Stocking Row" referning to the high number of wealthy families who once
occupied the houses here, During “wartime™ maost ladies had to give up their nyvlons for the war

effort and only ladies of weallh could afford them, thus the neighborhood got it's nickname.

Samucl Lynn Miller was bom in Bassel, Texas, on November 23,
1901. He moved 1o San Juan, Texas in 1918, Sam and his brother Banks
Miller established the Miller Brothers Nursery in 1920 where they
experimented with growing sour
orange seedings and budding
them with different varieties ol

citrus fruit for archard planting.

{Dm:um-mt, oA They sold their trees Lo citrus

orchard owners and planted them all over South Texas Millse Bocrhogs Nu;i.,._, Teuck
froan Mission, west to Harlingen and north o Corpus Christi. Sam Miller and his brother were
truly vne of the few visionaries in this little known area of South Texas.”
Marjorie Ellen Williams was a farm girl born in Earlaham,
Towa. on May 15, 1903, While growing up, Marjorie rode on horseback
lo bring waler v the men in the broomcom and potato fields. She helped

her mother home make many daily 1tems like soap, sausage. cam symp.

Marjoric and her Tamily traveled in a two seater horse drawn carmiage but

hy 1915 her family boughe their first car. Tn 1917 her family became one

Myron, Zells, Cleva and ~ Of the many Rio Grande Valley pioncers when they decided to move and
Murjorie Willivems in 1aoy
{Dhecument, 1o-B)

Cointer, 2002 Dage B



Sarn & Marjorie Miller House TOT Nerth 155 Street
Statement 1f Signifiennce Hirlalgo Counly, MeAllen, 1X

Lo starl, whal was o become g successiul broomeor Carm, in San Juan,
Texas, seven miles east of McAllen, They built a two room shack ina
part of South Texas that had no electricity or paved roads.”

During her senior year in high school in 1921, Marjoric won her

way 1o Austin by reciting “The Child Of The Alamo™ by Guy M.

BEryant. She pave that reading in the Texas Scnate Chamber at the State

Cupilol.’

.Mnrp:lriumirlhmﬂ. 1zl .
(Decument, 10-B) . P e .
Sam Miller met Marjorie Williums in
1922 and after two vears of courtship Mr. and

Mrs. Samuel Lynn Miller were married on
April 2, 1924, Sam bought Marjoric their first

cur that year from the Mission Motor

Company in Mission, Texas. A Ford Coupe Sam M mﬂ?

that cost, with extras like a locked steering Ncurangifeien)

wheel, $685.60.°

Sam & Marjarie Miller
1y wiedeling cay
{Decument, 1a42) During the late 19205 the demand for Valley citrus was increasing,.

The Miller Brothers Nursery bought maore land and began prowing and sclling Marsh scedless
grapefruil, planting hundreds of acres of citrus. Concerned about the threar of the winter months
and the devastation 1t could bring, Banks Miller invented a “Petrolenm Coke Heater”. They gave
demonstrations al the Fire Pot Foundry in San Juan, Texas where these heaters were made from
serap cast iron, and @ number were sold tp protect area orchards.”

Sam's success allowed for him and Marjorie to travel
through the Thnited States and abroad. It was on a tnip to
England. in 1927, (hal the couple became inspired by Lhe
English Tudor homes they saw there. They took
photographs and made architectural notes that became the
basis for the home they would eventually build in

McAllen.

Wil

;'nﬂ]{".:ays to cross the }-T\lc
i 1gay on the RMS Caronin,




S Ml Hoee i o
The depression ol the 1930's closed many businesses, but
the citrus industry was doing well. Sam and his brother, Banks
Miller Jr., bought the then closed City State Bank Of McAllen
In March 1933, With Sam as its new president and principal

stock holder the brothers renamed the bank City State Bank and

Trust Company. Sam Miller held this position until 1940 when
Back rowe third an ledt, Banks M:Ilo;, the bank was sald. 1t was later nationalized under the name

Jr. Third frenm vight, Ralwar Wil
{Document 1o-H) First National Bank Of McAllen,'

As an investiment banker, Miller was instrumental in organizing Valley Federal Savings &
Loan Association of McAllen in 1934, ITe was it’s first President and held that position until he
resigned in 1944,

Medical problems for severul years had prevented the Millers from
becoming parents but all that waiting was rewarded on July 19, 1933 when o
their unton was born a 7.5 pound daughter, Barbara Lynn Miller.”

Marjorie was a charter member of the San Juan Chapter #726 of the

Eastern Star. In 1933 she was honored by serving as Grand Officer in the

Grand Chapter of Texas Order of the Eastern Star. She also became Deputy =
Grand Matron Of District 5. Section 10 under the leadership of Riva C. Lymn Mﬂle: u.tu:ll:mrent-.-_
Burnett as Warthy Grand Matron. Just after the birth of her daughter Barbara, Manjorie ook her o
Grand Chapler in Amarillo. During an inspiring moment. Riva Burnertt presented Marjorie and her
new baby to 4000 attending members in
e = the sudilorivm.”

o : : :; : :_i Sam Miller became President of
ety : Valley Bridpee Company in 1939,
Owned by Miller and his partners Joe
and Sam Pate, this toll bridge operated
between [lidalgo, Texas, USA and

United States o Mexics Bridge at Hidalee, T, Document, 1e.] Reynosa, Tamaulipas, Mexico. Miller

Octrber, 2002 Page 1



S G St i e, A T
remained President until 1952. The bridge was sold Lo the City of McAllen in 1959, ¢

Sam Miller's civic generosity was exemplified in 1930 by his donation of 109 acres of
land, to the City of McAllen, tor the construction of a future city municipal airport. The agreement
with the city was thart if the land was not used to huild an airport the land would be retumed to him.

Miller would later forgive that agreement with the city with the proviso that the “Miller” name

would appear in the airport name for at least fifty years."Miller
Field™ was finally completed with dirt anways and ald military
barracks serving as its terminal in 1940 and then dedicated on

November 23rd, Daughter Barbara Miller wauld take part in the

R A T e

dedication. The airport would get it's [irst paved runways in 1947

and the new name of "Miller Airport”. A new mare modern

Airport dedsention invitation, .1oae  Lerminal would be built 5 years later, as Trans-Texas Airlines
mangurated the first commercial flight inta the now renamed “Miller Municipal Airport™ on July
19, 1952, Barbara Miller asain ook part in the [estivities by flving on the inaugural Night with
officials and dignitaries from Houston, Upon arriving at the airport Barbara christened the the first
Trans-Texas Night to MceAllen by breaking a bottle of grapelruit
juice over the fuselage of the DC-3. The airline later changed its
name 1o Texas International airlines. In 1956 the airport was
designated “"Miller Intemational Airport”™. In 1993, the terminal
was completelv rebuilt into 2 state of the art facility. Then 90 years
old, Mrs. Marjorie Miller and her daughter Barbara Miller Wallace
wire again on hand lor the renaming and rededication cereinonics.

Still bearing the Miller name. the new “McAllen Miller

: \ ’ " " " ]-3'_:: m ].. it }UUIL l.|'|.' :11: |':i;
International Airport” today offers the community service fram fwo ﬁr;?;ht jfl%-mm_-;-ex:ﬁirli;m

airlines, American, and Continental,” ™ w0 Miller Municipel Asrsore
Miller was instrumental in getting his friend Homer Leonard elected Speaker of the House O
Representatives to the Texas Legislature In 1941, Mr. Leonard published the McAllen Monitor, a

dailv newspaper. Mr. Leonard ran for the Texas House of Representatives in 1930 as a wrile-in

Chtobar, 2002 Frge &£



Saement Of Significance Hicles Conoly, Moy, T
candidare of the Good Government Party. F'ollowing
his victory he would serve 16 years in the House and
wis Speaker of the House in 194142, Millers’
daughter Barbara was appointed a special page 1o
Homer Leonard in the House Of Representatives
during their opening session in 19417

Miller served as ¢ member of the Board Of
BB Trustees of the McAllen Public Utilities from 1949
.‘.Eetl'.v D1Jn{nlle. Darbora L:.nr' Miller, B- .-':'ir:n to 1961. He served as Board Chairman [rom 1945

{.--DDI' I!I!'Id ]"!ﬂ‘mﬂ' ]-Pﬂﬂ I:’d L =t

until 1952, For his civic endeavars he was named
MeAllen Chamber OF Commerce “Man Of The Year”?

Sam Miller served as the President of the McAllen Chamber aof Commerce in 1941, During
that time he was honored as "Most Valuable Citizen of McAllen™ by the locul newspaper, The
Valley Evening Monitor. He was also a long time member of the McAllen Ratary Club.

Moarjorie Miller was active in the community by serving as a member and President of several
civic organizations such as the MecAllen Literary Club, McAllen Garden Club, and the McAllen City
of Federalion Clubs. She worked in her daughters Brownie and Girl Scout Troop and the PTA.
Mrs. Miller is a Life member of the Women™s
Auxiliary of the former MeAllen Municipal
Hospital.”

Sam Miller worked as a real estate investor in
and around the MeAllen area from 1960 until his
death at 74 [rom cancer in October, 1974, Marjonie
Miller lived in Austin near her danghrer until 1999
when she died at age 96, Barbara Lynn Miller

Wallace, her hushand Bert. and their som Greg and

wife Theresa. daughter Laura Wallace Pierce and

Wallsce and Sam Miller n:e]ebmte the Millars _1:11:].
!\n..-mlc_rrsarjp il ﬁpnl 1ob4.

husband Lurry all live in the Auslin arca

Cxtober. 2002 Page F



S & Mocjorie Miller Howse PO Mol 1o Sireet
Statement Of Sloniflcance FHelabgo Covnty, MeAlen, TH

IIl. Building Practice and Stvle Development

The Sam & Marjorie Miller House 15 notable for its advanced construction technology and
the use of skilled artesian and quality materials. During their 1927 a trip o England the Millers el
in love with English architecture.

They collected several exterior and interior examples of the local buildings.” (Document, 10-A)

Upon their return from England, Mrs, Miller
drew out the hasic floor plan and then
commissioned locally prominent architect
Rober L. Vogler of Edinburg, Texas to make
the formal plans for building the house and

builders Harry Biggers and Jack Langley of San

¢ Juan, Texas to construet it (Document, 10-13)
Phisie A dclen dum.a. B i Contextually it relates to the influence of
the English Tudor Revival movement in Texas, Sceondarily, the Sam & Marjorie Miller House
relates to Community and Regional Planning in Texas as a praduct of the urban growth of McAllen
and the planned development of the city,

In order (o preserve Lthe structure, and offer added protection from hurricanes, the foundation
was huilt ont of cement and placed on concrele pillars sunk 15 [eel into the ground.

The Cordova shell stone wall cladding came from the Hill Country near Austin. A closer look

e e
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at the stone will reveal negative depressions of
fossilized sea shells, crustaceans and inveriebrate
creatures from long ago.(Photo Addendum &)
Large slabs of this stone were shipped to McAllen
on railroad flatbed cars, Artesian stone lavers then
cut from the slabs the individual stonc bricks in
various sizes. and placed them into position using a

*“[ree form”™ patierned tvpe stonewaork. The

Cardava shall

F']-.r-h-, &-rl].'?l'l '3_
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Sam & Marlorte Miller Howse FOF Morth 15t Sireet
Statoemend Of Sigeiliconoe Hichodon Cowenfy, MoAllen, TR
firepluce in the living room was made of the same Cordova stone only it was cut in larger flat pieces,
then cut smaoth and polished.( Photo Addendum 16)

Australian Gumwooed, used on the living room ceiling beams, staircase and doors throughout

| the house was shipped in through

Corpus Christi and milled in Pharr,
Texas, by local miller, Fred Mount.
{Photo Addendum 16-21) The
downstairs floors are made of pine and
the upstairs Moors are made of oak,

All the interior walls and ccilings were
done by a Mr. Sorenson, a plaster

artesian from NMorway who had then

Living room with polished stone {ireplace. Phate Addendum 16,

recently moved to Alamo, Texas, a city
10 miles east of MceAllen. The gumwood staircase and all the custom door and floor malding was
handmade on site by a Mr. Rosinger. an arlisan woodworker. Both men's first names are unknown.

An exceptional example of craftismanship of a regionally prominent master builder and master
sub-contractors, the home is a result of the disscimination of the English Tudor Revival
philosophy and aesthetic in America during the 1930's. According to a December, 1937 issue of
Monzy's magazine, the Sam and Marjoric Miller house cost $32,000 to build this home.

(Document, 10-E)

IV. Additional Criteri
The house meets the area of a person’s significant contributions to the overall growth of the
city as the residence commissioned by the prominent businessman, Sam Miller, whose home
reflected his belief in the future growth of the community. In the area of Architecture it is one of the
best residential examples in the state of English Tuder Revival architecture, and as a work of
master builders Harry Biggers and Jack Langley. The architecrure reveals the joinery, masonry,

roofing and plastering techniques utilized by the many craftsmen who buill the house.

Ocinber, 2002 Frge H



Sam & Margarz Miller Honse 7O North 151 Street
Stadeyrern! OF Sigruficarnoe Hirlalpo Courity, Medlion 1%

V. Property Preservation

Progress in the community has brought with it a misguided arttitude of” tear down the old and
build up the new.” The Sam & Marjorie Miller House, along with its neighboring houses and
adjoining subdivisions are one of the few remaining structures that reflect the architectural heritage
of the city. It must be preserved to remember the eities beginning and the struggle our business
[orefathers experienced to make the city what is today. [t must be preserved to provide an example

of the wonderful hand craftsmanship created by local artesian from years past..

VI Current & Future Preservation

Fecent etforts ar physical preservation have been 1o replace the rool and insulate the atlic. The
exlerior walls has been power washed with water, Windows have been recaulked. A security
system, and front and back vard sprinkler systems have been installed.

Al a luture date all the windows will need replacing, floors and some wood work will need
refinishing, ceilings and walls will need minor repair. An updating of the electrical system should
also be done, Replacement of some interior hardware, electrical fixtures, and bathroom [ixtures lo
bring them back to period would be needed.

On July 9, 1997 the National Park Scrvice
proclaimed the Sam and Marjorie Miller House a
histarically significant property and it was listed
&= in the National Register of Historic Places.
(Document, 10-L} At a furure date we will

combine our neighborhood efforts to apply for

The Sam & Marjore Miller House < liered on the
ationo Regi:tter of Histor'e Flaces. Photo Addendum 2

Researched and writen by:
Rick Delulio, McAllen
Updated, October, 2002

Cafiies, KNG Fagel



Diocument A

Samuel Lynn Miller 1901-1974

26 years ald

Circa 1960
59 years old



Document B

Marjorie Ellen Williams Miller 1903-1999

Myron. Zella, Oleva and 4 year
old Marjorie Williams in 1907,

SRRt U P

1927, 24 years old

1960, 57 vears old



Document C

Sam & Marjorie Miller

1904 1974
40th Wedding Anniversary 50th Wedding Anniversary



Document D

Architect, builder and 1937 construction photo

: 'Iﬂu al Bnbt. L. Vogler, fnﬁmerh*
ot lﬁ:lmm:rg. mw jmtad {!or-
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mobile, which supplied quicker and easier transportation. The
freight divisions of the Missouri Pacific and Southern Pacific Rail-
roads conbinued serving Meallen. Recently, however, Southemn
Pacific has announced that itis elosing its entire operation in the
upper Valley and now proposes using Missouri Pacifie’s facilities
to transport goods from Brownsville to MeAllen. The results of
this announcement remain to he seen,

In addition to the railtcad, the airport and bus systems were
also economicallv beneficial for the eitv and its growthn. The air-
poert in Medllen, which made spredy trnsportation avatlable for
people wishing to travel, is one of the three aviation cenlers in
the Rio Grande Vallev. In 1930, Mr Sam Miller of McAllen
doanated ane hundred and nine acres of land to the city to build
an airport. The agreement between Mr, Miller and the city was
that i the lmd weore not nged to boild an airport, it wouid be
returned to him. Later, the city asked Lim to forget this apree-

DA o T -4

Automobiles remamed the exceprion and continued tu attract attention
until about 1920,

ment. and he said he wonld on one eondition. This condition was
that for Rty vears the frst word in the nume of the nirport would
be Miller. The vity agreed, and the previous agreement was for-
galien.®

Until 1945, Miller Municipal Airport was just erassland and
wis used only by twentv-five privately owned planes. In 1947, 3

6

o

large allocation of Federal aid was given to suppoart the airport’s
improvemsnt project, and in 1948 the hrst runway wes con-
structed. In 1932 the runway wes lenathened because of the
coming of the first commercial airline to Meallen. This airline at
the time was named Trans-Texas Airwaws, but simce then it Las
been renamed Texas International Airlines. To begin with, Trans-
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Meallens Brer railroad denot (obove) was located at the carner of
Depot Road and Highwaw 35

Texas fizhts came in tws or three tmes a dav. [t was the ooly
sirline that was ever suceessful in occupying Meallen's Airport.
o Airlines had attempred at one me to come to the city, but it
WEOR llf'lH'l.!I.."L‘L'SEIUl. '

On Julv 17, 1858, the airparr was designated an International
Afrport so that alanes i‘.’J‘.IE-I.['IF; from outside the United States,
mainlv from Mesico, eould clear customs at the Meallen facility.
Because of its service expansion, Miller International Airport
needed ‘o expand its terminal building. The original terminal
was an old barracks buildine which had been oz the land
Conared Bw Mr Miller. The vity then built 2 new :erminal in
Julv, 1981 As the eitv continued to grow, demand for = still
-i:lri_'_l.‘-.‘.' terminal building increased, Finﬂiiy‘, in 1947 2 third termi-
zal, which is the most racent. was built.

Many more developments have taken place at iller Inter-
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mational Airport since 1948 The runwavs have been lengthened
and widened 1p dccommodate jets, 4 neyw contral tower and o
radio station have begy built, and ramps have been placed in
the terminal,

Sam Miller realized that gy Airport would be economically
feasible for the city, which was so far removed from the rest of

Rt =¥ L. b

The Missouri Pacific depot (ahgyp repliced the erizinal frame build.
ing which burned down §, 1914, The depot was loeated on the cornes
of Main Street ang| Hizbway 53,

the country, Because of this man's diligent cfforts, along with
athers like lim, prople throughaut +he Rio Grande Valley toduw
are able o rake aavantage of Med lleq lnternationa] Airport and
s modern faelities,

In addition tn the 4 irport, the by svstems Lrought inter-eity
wransportation tg Meallen and other Vallev towns, 1o 1927, 2 man
named Joe Ambersay began Operating Union Bus Lines using o
Model T Ford truck witl, the side board remeved and seqrs
Placed along the peg, In the beginning of ki operation, Le
transported cottor: pickers from San Antonio to the Vallev. Re.
fining s operition, he later bewan hauling Paving passengers
and purchasing Studehger cars with the bodies stretehag ourg
Al one time, his bys line aperated frag, MeAllen in the Valley
to Stevenville, San Angeio, Big Spring, Lareds, and Corpus
Clirist!, with the he:xdquurters i San Antonig,?

75
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above! hefore jt was paved offers ¢ :listinet con-
view (below) as seen about 1920

Sauth Tenth Strept
trast with the four-lane
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In hope of keeping his faltering bus company noerating, Mr.
Amberson traded a portion of his Vus ronte in 1939 to 4 man who
wiis able to supply him with Beck buses. Finally, in 1945 he sold
his entire companv to several men from Dallas, Then, in 1946
the Union Bus Lines became part of the national Trailways Bus
Sustermn a5 an independent company. At this time, headgquarters
far the Union Bus Lines became part of the national head-
quarters for the Union Bus Lines and muoved to Meallen with a
shop and general aflice locared ut Seventh and Beaumont Streets.
(This building is being used todav as u bus garage oz sehool
buses of the MeAllen [ndependent Seheol District). In the earlier
davs. the bus station was located at two dilferent sites on Hign-
wiy 43 near Main Sireel. Sharth after World War I1, Union Bus
Lipas ronnsterrad its Hoket oilice to o new bus starion on South
Sizteenth StTest,

i
!
|
i
i

The post office building pn South Main Street was pompleted in 1935
In 1958 when a larger facility was completad, thas lLuilding was con-
verted into olfices for other Feder] government agencies.

Ou January 19, 1956, Continental Trailways purenhased all ol
Union Bus Lines with its 1,467 route miles, This bus line then
became known as Continental Unien Lines. On June 23, 1971, the
licket office in MeaAllen was moved ro 100 North Broadway,
where it is presently located.

Todaw, Continental nion Lines has :ii:t-l:.*-e[ght fell-tme 3
Zrivers and provides through hus service to major cities in Tex:
The Model T Ford truck frst nsed us a bus by Union Bus Lin
hus come  long way in its forty-eight years. '

Another bus company which serviced MeAllen was the Vall
Airdeld Bus Companv, which was incarporated in 1943, ]

1]
/? Sam Miller donated to the eity the land far e

whisn Miler International Adrport 1 siheat

(ounders were Rogers Kelly of Edinburg, Bob Farmis of Hul
oen, V. D. Raimand of Harlingen, and ]. C. Laoney of Ldinku
It was organized to pi avide bus service from bMeAllen to Missi
Edinburg, Pharr, and Moure Field, It Bewan with one g
three or four emploveas Valley Adedeld Bus Company v
sasically designed to transport workers to Moore Field and 1
to the towns thev lived in. The men who werz stationed ot
air base rode to the towns on the weekends.

This bus company existed during the war, and maore peo
rode buses then because of xusoline rationing, At that tme,
yus face was ken cents between towns. In 1945, after World W)
IL. the same ssockhniders ot Valley Airfield Bus Company form,
Vailey Transic Bus Companv. [s lirst office was located on

corner of Hishway 83 and Groutlwav, The second ollice

n
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and hefare this stor i et - B
1979 | ~T, L]_;Hnlsnsdm] i“:!ﬁ‘ill’en _Dn;_gh“.l w-mﬁ!nu.-uml there. 3y business. The hank was located on the corner of Beaumont and
|::111|ir.11.]5u Fij.";‘ ‘:iitiPCI!lﬂ EZHLLI:.::;:F]I'I us”;'ﬂs ‘:'ds"-" l:n. o] ? Broadway. where Valey Federal Savings nd Loan '8 locpted

% " b B L O YWHS I\..l|.i Fay - = i -

el Bosstnien 4_;1.;1 t1~ s ::. ted on Main Street. . presently. Mz V. F. Nenhans was the frst President of Meallen
Company both failed du r_' i E;E ]rsf State Bank and Trusl Siate Bank and iz now Chairman of the Board. The Meallen
enll i oL magmsc ji-leh,»rl]:rwshmu ﬂcrlld were closed for State Bank grew rapidly, and in November 1961, was able to
. . L. Miller merged the assets of the ® move into ultramodern banking facilities located on the corner of

Broadway and Highway 83 Mr. G. E. Ronew is currently oresi-
dent of the McAllen State Bank. which is now the largest bank
i MeAllen in terms of deposits.

\icAllen's increasing depositors have provided sufficient busi-
ness for two more hanks The Vallev Watonal Bank, which was
opened Octaber 12. 1971 and the Metropolitan wational Bank.

which was opened in Navember 1972 are Dboth growing. The
arowth of all of the MeAllen banks speaks very well for the citi- E
l zens of Mecallen who have created & stable economic svatem for
the eitv through hard work and determinabion. =
As the population of vieallen expanded, medical and legal
| ervices became a necessity. Promoting assistance 10 these [wop'uj
} a6 well as contributing to the advancement and development o
_ the town were the earlv pioneer doctors and lawvers.
e Well-trained doetors ctarted moving ta Medllen in the mid
E:Tnﬁ-é:::_'lﬂltuu Hotel was located on the comer af Highway £3 und twenties. Frank E. Osbom. M.D,. is believed to have set up his
el medical practice by 1825, During the same veur, James Q. WWhar-
vinabaaad ek iR disened _— ton. who practiced pediatrics, general medicine, and anesthesiol-
Cmnpl_:;d“}jr:::ﬂ; ‘}fuf'.-iji%::‘ﬁg l};:ﬁfﬁ!f::z E‘f‘"l:;t_“”;:'-}e ;;'i_sf -t'f_iik: segen his practice here, These two dﬂ:t‘ﬂn Jm.d.:!m ‘rr.-spiu‘usi: S
Cashier. Tn Octoher 1940 Mr. Miller sold his inlt A ];1» bilicy:. of maost o the sick townspeople until Dr; Kinev L.—f::-:.ni.
Lank, and . B, Chapotan bemr-rn Pr | ; eTEaly i the came o 1927, Closelv following Scott were De. §. Joe Mckinse
, Executive ‘n'i::u-Prur;ti}lcnl \lr.ﬁlflie;eillr.tnﬁtsni W“l‘[;"‘:i “IIJDE'-:E :-trs g Dr. William Whigsam, l:'}r. Carlos Balli came "%
Dentsen: bought the Citv State Bask 'mdﬂ'll':;]s* *Iu_.'-\_ :}Jb?h -I‘-':'."-.L and in 1930 surgeon Oectavie Carcia, FAC.S. FTCS
1043, and Mr. Elmer Bentsen became President, wit el staried bis praetice Theough the years. a7 doctors arrivec in
Dentsen as Chairman of the Bo: 1‘ Tl Ci-m_t‘ Tkn:A Lioyd the ares. Some of these in the order in which thev began prier
Trust Company \'.us located ::- . btﬂ.te Henic:ang ']icj:"f‘l in Meallen include Frank W. Bennett. Walter V. Huchield,
Highwav 83 for many vears 0111.115 ec;m{ & ﬁ'l“'“_sue'.“ and Loval H Maore, Alfred S. Oeborn, Wallace Dunean, Hialma
e ing Subicb, snd foe D, Sokutz
on the CI:-T:'II;;' ni Bﬂuumm]lin 1l1ll|:£~;'w St iour~?turl-,r L]:n?m_'_;ng Most of the earlv doctors had toeir offices located on Mait:
Moy L ik lm? 1.: EeHnr_h ETTIEEIE where it is now lwever, some doctors offices were nbove the present Wlinck's
i now a the Firs: National Bank of Meallen, hutlding on Broadwav
While the Cit State Bank and Trust Compaay was under- In the earlv davs of Meallen, many peaple were involved
i 4nd transactions. This was the subject of most of the ervil law

going changes. the Medllen State Bank was being formed. In

December 1945, the Mcallen State Bauk opened its doors foc d to assist

zases during that periad. Te solve these proplems an

e L oL L
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At Brst, test results were very Dodar. but Woods never lost faith
inr the aceuracy of the fortune teller. Woods would sav about the
oil, “I's there; 1 can taste it,” althengh test results still denied its
presence. Waoods was so certain of success that he set casing, an
sxpensive metal pipe used as a Lning for wells, Nonetheless,
Wnods eontinued to strike mud and not oil. Finallv, on Septem-
ber 19, 1834, oil was hit, Observers claimed that & column af ol
chat gver oue hundred feet into the air hefore drllers could shut
alf the valve ™ As the nil dow was brovght under control ané di-
rected intw a it production was measured ot twenty-five harrels
per hour. Bv September 12, presue was at 430 pounds and n-
creasing™ Production peaked later at 4500 harzels o dav. A
v._unr’rn-.r-inc'l'. choke was placed on the well 1o Lelp eontrol the ol
Hpw, and production wis duereased to 1,050 buarrels day.

As news of this discovery spread, oil fever hit Hidalgo County,
cnd oil scouts flucked to the area. Oil men becaume engpged in

The Ciry State Bank and Trust Company opened in 1935 with 5. L.
\filler as President. It was located on Highwav 83 and South Main
The oid Meallen Hotel Annex cun be seen ot the back of the buuk,

feverish lensing and rovalty buving and selling throushout the
Vuilev, Telephone and telegrapl companies Were bogged down
with ap unusually large amount of business. Despite this great
sxeitement, most drillers in the MeAllen area vontinued to find
mas and not the valuable gil desired so much. The vast natural
Qs TESErves of the Meallen aren were regarded as worthless.
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sjellen’s firs: banking institution was the First State und Trust Come
panv on thi comer of Sauth Main and Austin The Columbia Theatre
i geets al the far noht

In 1936 Dr. Burton \ieCullum, o Housson scientist, initinced an
mvestigation ot tae Meallen zas Ealed. MeAlle: citizens had been
:'|.*.:.'-“.r41:;-_-;_1 oy previous ol drillers whe discounted B iminesul
value of the land., They were reluctans to cooperials wigl Lo
WMeCullum, but within A couple of weeks of the scicntist's arrival
it Meallen, awners signed leases fiving him the opportunity to
drill tor mas, The nrst well to be drilledd wus on the property ot
I-1 L.jr".‘.:-‘_. wetween MeAllen and Pharr. This well was not hailed
45 3 great success, but s the calue of nazural gas slowly in-
creased. MeAllen did expsrience o big gas bowm upo the com-
pletion of the No. L E. M Card well near the southeast carnct
af \ealen Later, the Rio Grande Valley Cas Compaily obtwanetl
et to buy aas from that well. and o 1530 MeAllen resi-

dests were supplied with loca natoral gas *t As the demand for
waturs] gae and oil increased birgrghont the natun and 23 17 Wi
discovered thas the Meallen gas dome alone held 1.200,000, 000,
N0 eubic feet of natural gas, Valley uas ¢nd cil production 0
ereased o 1961, 532,000,000 of uatural pzs andd §24,000.000 of

oy
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City State Bank & Trust Company

Back row third from lell, Banks Miller, Jr. Third
[rom right, Robert Miller.
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Valley Bridge Co. at Hidalgo, Texas, USA
and Reynosa, Tamaulipas. Mexico
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Suit Attacks:
|Bridge -Leases |

. EDINBURG — Management ol
\ the Vulley Brldgs Ca. ul Hidalgn
in lnvalved in a sull filed in #3rd
| Dlutrict Court Saturday. ,

*| 4. T. Bowman Jr. of Ban Anlo-
nlo, elaiming be s & minority
slockholder in the bridge company,
complaing In Lhe sult- about
' | lensen he alleges pare made af Lhe
l internalional  beldge 1o Valley
¢ | Operalors and later, Rio Grande
Valley Operators, [or 0 Years.
fle aaks that the alleged lemse
be cenceled, thal the bouks of both
the Valley Cperalors and tha Illo
Grende Valley Operslors be pro-
duced in courl and that an audil
| af thern be autherized by the
« | judge. .
: He also wsks that = 5280000
dividend be declered in court for
the minority stookholders of lhe
Vallay Bridgs Co. He olaime ke
. |in sne of 10 minorlty stockholders
-l and he is bringing® the suit in his
tawn behall wind theirs.
: Dafendants in (he suly with tha
‘I Valley Bridgo (% are J. E. Fale,
J. W. Paley gf Hidelgo, W. W
Dieex of Brofmwopd; 5. Lo Miller
i ol MoAllan, Afrs. " Josgphine Pats
-l ®ldA and Mr. end Mrs. & T. Bay
-|3r., all of Hidalga, &l-.fircciors,
or former direclors of the bridge
campany, according-1o Howman.
He elaims ¥alley Operators, in
which He seys Uhe -bridpe wes
firgi leg=ed, included Fels. mein-
bers of hls famfly and Miller, and
Ttis Grunde Valley Operators,
row helding & 20 year lease, im.
eluded Fate end members of bls
femily.

0

Vafley fwening lMonilon jenuany 29,1956
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Chamber, Has: Had Role:

In

"Community-bullding labors by
the McAllen Chamber of Commerce
during the past year have sel a stim-
ulating example to similar civic
agencies in both bigand little cities.”
Written in 1946, this statement rings
just as true today. :

From the Businessman's Club in
1909, the McAllen Chamber of Com-
merce has evolved into the leader of
McAllen's developmenl, the point

Jobs Created
By Industry

Creating new local jobs and pay-
colls through industrial development
and foreign trade is the focus of the
McAllen Industrial [Trade Zone, Inc.
ﬂlisnnn-profiicmpc:ratinn is a joint
venture of the City ol MecAllen and
the McAllen Chamber of Commerce.

Quring 1980, in spite of a natlon-
wide recession, the Industrial Board
saw litile changs in rapid indusirial
development activity. The Board
hosted 126 industrial prospect wisits
and generaied 74 serious industrial
location prospects.

Saveral hundred naw local jobs
were created during the year, both
through new manufaciurer locations

. and the expansion nf existing in-
dustry.

Growth of McAllen -

of impetus for makiny’ Lhe: city'la "’

© better place to liva and work.

The following are just a few of **
the milestones for McAllan over the”
past 70 years in which Chamber In-,
volyement helped serve as a catalyst: '

1924 —The -U. S. Border Patrol! |
comas to McAllen. T

1926 — A, second railway, Southern ...
Pacific initiates McAllen ser- b
vice. '

1930 —Sam Miller donates land to
establish Miller International
Airport.  (Until 1948, the
tacility remained grassland
used by 25 privatsly owned
airplanes.)

1946 —Farm Labor Center astab-
lished as housing for migrant -
workers.

1046 — The Convention and Civic
Center is built.

1947 — Miller Airport begins work i
on first paved runway.

1948 — The International Water and
Boundary Commission con-
structs Falcon Dam,

1952 —Runway expansions com-
pleted to accommodate
Trans Texas Airways.

1956 —Miiler Airport designated
U|nternational Airport” by
FAA.

1960 —Spring Flesta Celebrations
initiated,

1971 —McAllen Forelgn Trade Zone
#12 opened.

1975—Mcallen Civic Center ex-
panded.

e Priday, Feb. 20, 1981 7D
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AIRPOR View o Alen's M fOth 51, Runways wore i
al - tygport taken Augusl 1947 looking trom dirt and sod. Barely visible just below Upper Valley :
¢ f mirport to the north.. Visibla as an i Air Park are three aircraft, Streer visible. at top of *

ghote is Wichilo Avenue Tatal buildings on the!
airport at the time n imbered Lut fiva, (Photo
' Courtesy of McCraery Aviation) }

4 huilding at the lop center of pholo is pres-
e ol Upper Valley Alr Pork with L.5. Border
kuildings to the left, On extremec right of
ic Mclreary Aviation's first hangar olong South i 3
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- IRPORT — McAllen's Miller Imterna- Texgs Otfice is at extrems UpPPer right hane of phot
a::]?};\iipcfrt us?? appears, todgy. View is taken from Mew terminal building unger gonstruction s s
1 laoking south with Wichita Avenua in fora: shawn. Customs_ and ‘ur%:ugruhm- -building is
und are, Upper Valley Air Park buildings with dark-roofed building at™t énd ot I-:c:n_gquhna pa
Ereery Aviation Hangars and building just belaw alelling Séuth 10th 5. on left-hond side. of piol
at photo. Group of buildings and hongars Main runway is 'seen at’ top-of phata. + 1bgnn
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The State Agency _f‘::}r Historie Preservalion

July 24, 1997

Rick and Marilyn Delulio
707 N. 15" Street
MeAllen TX 78501

RE: Sam and Marjorie Miller Ilouse
707 N, 15" Street
McAllen TX 78501
July 9, 1997

Dear Mr. & Mrs, Delulio,

Congratulations! The National Park Service listed your property in the National Register
of Historic Places on the date referenced above. As the nation’s official list of
historically significant properties, National Register listing denotes that your property is
especially worthy of preservation, Your property joins some 2200 propertics in Texns
with this designation.

Various historic preservation programs may be available (o aid in the preservation of your
property, including investment tax credits for certain income producing properties.
Although lunding is limited, grants may also be available to aid in the further
preservation ol your property. Far more information regarding grant programs, conlacl
the TIIC s Division of Architecture at 512-463-6094.

Enclosed is a certificate of listing and an application for a National Register plaque
should vou wish ta purchase one through the Texas Historical Commission.

‘Thank vou for all your efforts to recagnize this historic property. Your continued interest
in the preservalion of Texas’ heritage is greatly appreciated.

s

State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures

€C:

P.O. Bax 12276 ¢ Austin, TX 787112276 « 512/463-6100 = Fax512/405-4872 = TN 1-800-735-2989
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Sam & Mar jo
Miller House

PHOTOGRAPHIC ADDENDUM ;

707 North 1 5‘[}1 Street
McAllen, Hidalgo County, Texas 78501
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